Providence Asscmblq of (God ~ Historq of the Faithfulness of (God

]n the Hcart and Homc

]n 1981, God moved on the heart of Courtnc” Francios to start a church in Ncw lz_nglancl. He
met with the Superintcnclent of the Asscmblics of (God (among othcrs), and (God clcarlg led him
to Providence, K]. lnitia"g, the church bcgan as Biblc stucly at his home on Alabama Avenue in
the Washington Park section of Providence. Pastor [Francois said the first scheduled Tucsdag
night Biblc studg no one showed up. So he and his Family, Ann Marie (his wife), Melissa (age 4)
and Dcxtcr (agc 6) Pragccl. Thc next Biblc stuclg about 17 Pcoplc showed up-

On Broacl Strcct
thn attendance hit 54, the group had outgrown the home Biblc stuc!g, and on ScPtcmbcr 6,

1981, moved to 967 Broacl Strcet, a storefront location at the comer of Broad and Thurbcrs

Ave., whichis currcntlg a 5Panish nightclub. T he church consisted of one largc room, which was
utilized for cvcrytl‘ling from Sunclay School to worshiP services. Sister Mobray has vivid
memories of coming to Sunclag School with her children and seeing "little K im Jackson,” a
young teenager, stancling upona box tcaching all of the students. |t was at this location that the
first \Vacation BiHc School was held, attracting 200 children. At that time, the storefront
location was right next to a bar and often men would wander into the sanctuary by mistake. Once
when Brother | _unsford and Sister Sadie were doing sPccial music, a gcntlcman came and laid

money on the Piano as one would doina nightclub, not rcalizing he was in a church servicel

Faith of Qur Fathers
AFtcr about a year, the storefront church building was Put up for salc, so Fastor f:rancios

inquirccl with a realtor about Purchasing it. T he realtor suggcstccl that the congregation

consider the Purchasc of a real church builcling, and recommended the property on [ Imwood
Avcnuc, which was currently for sale. At that time there were 35 mcmbcrs, who Pragccl togcthcr,
and took and a sacrificial ogcring to come up with the needed down

Pagmcnt of $1 50,000 to Purchasc the ProPcrty at 353 Elmwood Avcnuc on Novcmbcr 5th,
1982. T o (God be the glory! The mcmbership at that time consisted of the Jackson Familg, the
Willises, the Mobrag Family, the [Francois familg, the Araujo Family, Flogd Brown, Joanic Giibau,
5aclic Magcs, Joank Nicls and Mcrcclith Wynn, many of whom are still active members of the

congrcgation.



Gocl‘s Hancl Alrcadq at Work
[tis interesting to see how the hand of (God had been worlcing to prepare the [ Imwood Avenue

property for P AG. Origina"y builtin 1909 ]33 the [ Imwood Avenue Congrcgational Church,
their congregation had been Pastorccl bg the same man for 40 years, and on his death, the

congregation had dwindled to 40 clclcrly members, who felt thcy could no Iongcr sustain the
builcling. Jn 1 955, because of the creation of |nterstate 95, First Frcsbgterian Church, then
located on Clifford Avenue, was due for demolition and needed to relocate. T he State of K]
bought their Propcr‘ty on Cliﬁcord Avc. for $80‘<, and thcy Purchasccl the E_|mwoocl Avc. church
for $25k and put $50k into renovations. [Tor a Point of reference, at that time, one could
Purchase a house for $4k, so quitc a bit of work was put into the buildingl Over the years the
ncighborhoocl bcgan to changc, rcﬂccting changcs in the city. First Frcsbytcrian's largcly
Scottish congregation was not Prcparcd to changc with the ncighborhood, and by the time the P
AG congregation was in need of a new site, so was the [First Frcsbytcrian church.|n 1982, thcy
made a decision to merge with the Conglcton Street Frcsbytcrian Church in Cranston, who
was also Facing clemographic changcs and the clwinc”ing mcmbcrship )Corming Faith Frcsbytcrian
Church. Thcg chose to relocate to 499 HOPC Road in western Cranstonina ncighborhoocl in
closer alignmcnt with the malccuP of both congregations. T heir library contains some of the
historg books of the renovations duﬁng the reconstruction of the [ Imwood Avenue building
cluring the renovationin 1955. | o remember the [ Imwood Avenue builcling, the congregation
brought the round stained g|ass of their beloved church to their new home. (T his oPcning is the
skglight in the ha”way of our overflow area between the church offices and the sanctuary that
was repaintecl to look like stained g]ass during Christmas in APri| in 2004-.)

Growth on E_lmwoocl Avc.
How mighty our (Godis! Fora group of 35 members to step out in faith and take over such a

largc builcling took a lot of faith and much elbow grease. Just as when the Frcsbgtcrians took
over, the builcling needed some work. On Novcmbcr 5th, 1982, the

FAG Family moved into the builc]ing on [ Imwood Avenue. Accorcling to Sister Willis, thcy all
worked togctl'lcr to prepare the old building for the | ord's work; her husband csPcciang "worked
like a beaver" to get cvcrytlﬁing rcacly. Unlikc the Frcsbytcrians, thcy did not have a nest egg of
money to work with or the luxury of time. Thcg had service on Broad Street one Sunday, and
on [ Imwood Avenue the next. T here was suchjoy, however, to worship in a sanctuary with real
pews and an organ. Sadie Maycs, the worshiP leader and choir director was clcligl-ltcd to have so

much more to work with.

The church started growing, and lots of PcoPlc started coming, Accorcling to Sistchackson, a



study was done and we were one of the fastest growing churchesin Ncw England. Church
services were held twice on Sunclags (morning and cvcning) as well as on Tucsclag evenings.
Fcoplc went out witnessing rcgu|arl3 and the church continued aclcling to its numbers. Stamcmc was
added. Pastor K eith Chase was brought on as the first assistant pastor, and his wife Minnie

bccamc thc Pastor‘s sccrctary.

Ministries Over the Years
Overthe years we have had a variety of ministries added to the work of PAG. We had an active

ministry with students from Brown Univcrsitg, and Pastor Bcrkclg and Michele are connections
from that ministry. We had an active nursing home ministry at one time. Jn November 1 987, we
added the SOUP Kitchen and a ministry to the homeless. T hat yearwe also added the Steel
Drum band. ]n 1990 we installed the baptismal and relocated the organ. ]n 199% we bcgan to
broadcast our serviceson T Vina program named HOPC for All, which ran on local cable access

until 2004

Many ministries started and continue to flourish toclay, inclucling the youth program, bogs for
Jcsus, Missionettes, and Married Couplcs. We remember Fonc“g the many who have given so
much time to our Lord and to our ncighborhoocl and to our congrcgation. Thcrc are many names
that come to mind as we list the saints who have served on staff at P A(G over the years: (Gordon
Libby, Joc and Ruth Nieves, Patrick O’Laugl'ilin, Jris and Derrick Colon; Frank Samanine,
Fd Thomas, | ee Willis, [ llis Penn, Natasha Mobrag, Kuclg Mosclcy and Charlcs Bcrklcg.

On Scptcmbcr 10, 1995, we were able to burn the mortgage. What a celebration to be debt
free and who”y own our builcling.

The Second Season
]n July 1998 Charlcs Bcrklcg was called to assume the lcaclcrship of FAG Fastor Bcrklcg
had been in the church for a while, serving as a member, running the SOUP Kitchen, bcing a

deacon, then as assistant pastor. He took a season off and on his return, it was clear that this
was (God's location for him. His initial sermon from Haggai 2 spokc of the reconstruction of the
tcmplc and of God's promises of the rcbuilcling process and the glory to come. (Jnder his
ministry we have seen lots of reconstruction:

OF the mission and vision-we have a clear direction and purpose and are working to see that
accomP]ishccl

Of the Pcoplc~we have grown and clﬂangccl as a congregation as we have gainccl a largc

multinational congrcgation



Of the church government-we have reorganized into elders and an administrative board to better
& 2t

allow PcoPlc to fiction in their ghcts and serve the Pcoplc

Of the l:)uilcling-ncglcctccl Projccts are complctccl and our ]:)ui|c|ing looks wonderful inside and is

soon to bc complctcd on thc outside

We have become a church that is known for its strcngths in so many areas: Prcaching, tcaching,
3outh, outreach, missions, friendliness, music, children, comPassion, all standing on (God's word
and the power of His strcngth. We see ministries available to each one in the congregation and
will empower People to start somcthing if a need is felt. We continue to be a resource to the

community as we tota”g rclg on [im.

f:or the ]’:uturc
Who knows what (God has in store for us next? |n looking back over the historg of P AG,itis

exciting to see the second generation of those who founded the church ta‘cing Icaclcrship
Positions as the Jackson children and Natasha Mobray step out in ministry, {:o”owing in the
lcgacg of their parents. Jtis amazing to watch what (God is cloing in the lives of the children toclay
who come week after week to 5unda3 School and Children's Church. Sometimes it feels like P
AGhasa rcvolving door where Pcoplc come and stay with us for a season, get their b]essing and
leave. Jtis evident, however, that (God is always at work while thcg are here, and when thcy return
thcg aclcnowlcclgc that. Jtis our part, as His bocly, to be faithful to continue at the work to which
He has called us. \We don't know with who and how He is going to use us: whetheritis the
homeless Prostitutc coming to SOUP Kitchen, the rcmcugccjust off the Planc, or the kid from the
ncighborhoocl. We need to kccP on rcﬂccting [Him in the ministries [ e has called us to. |n 2004
our theme was | he Bestis Yetto Come.|n loo‘dng over what (God has been cloing all along, it
J'ust seems to get better and bcttcr, doesn't it? To God be the glory.

[ thank my Godinall my remembrance of gou, a/ways oﬁ[cr/'ng pragyer w/t/y'oy in my every pragyer for you all
in view of your Parl'/}:llbatfon in the gos/oc/ from the first c/ay until now. For | am confident of this very t/n'ng
that [Je who bcgan a good work in you wi//Pcn[ccl' it until the day of Christ_Jesus. [ /nfllbpllans 1:4-6

— Jean Marrapocli



